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The New York Mills Class of 1966 Presents Its 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, July 9, 2016 

 

School Tour at 3:00 PM 

Event begins at 4:00 PM at the VFW Club 

Social at 4:00 PM 

Dinner at 6:00 PM 

Program at 7:00 PM 

Social at 8:00 PM 
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The 50th                                      planning committee members: 

 

Bruce Boyne 

Kay Keskinen 

Lorraine (Lepisto) Laamanen 

Kay (Mattfeld) Imsande 

Sharon Perna 

Sue (Tumberg) Wallace 

 

 

Memory Book Editors: 

Kay Keskinen 

Lorraine (Lepisto) Laamanen 

Bruce Boyne (Military Service Section) 
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Class Motto: After battles come rewards 

Class Flower: Yellow Rose     Class Colors: Silver and Yellow 
 

Honors Students 
Kay Keskinen 

Joyce Keskitalo 

Sharon Perna 

Sheila Jacobson 

Alice Tikkanen 

Kathleen Maijala 

Lorraine Lepisto 

Jesse Fraki 

Fern Koljonen 

Henry Imsande 

Helen Holmstrom 

SusAnn Blake 

Kayleen Mattfeld 

David Matson 

Kathryn Rudolph 
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In the spring of 1966, the yearbook committee members used a lamp from Mr. 

Sommer’s shop class to predict what our classmates would be doing in 1976. 

How did they do?   
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What the Class of 1966 was actually doing in 1976: 

 

Cindy Herr: In 1976 I was teaching and coaching at Spring Valley High School, Spring Valley, MN. 

Kay Keskinen: I was working at the University of Idaho in Moscow, Idaho in the Computer Services 
department implementing administrative computing systems. 

Kathy (Maijala) Erickson: (I certainly was not designing spaceships per our Senior Prophecy, but I was alive 
and well.) I was a stay-at-home mom with a toddler and a new baby, living in San Jose, CA. We were leading 
Bible studies, serving as youth group leaders, hosting people in our home, etc. 

Karen (Maunumaki) Galarneau: I was busy learning how to be a mom, with Michelle’s birth that summer. 

Sandy (Roberts) Barthel: , I gave birth to my second child in July of 1976.  Had to be one of the hottest 
summers on record.!! 

Kathy (Pesola) Wellmann: I was married, living in Wadena, MN, working at Merickel’s and had a six year old 
son. 

Sue (Tumberg) Wallace: I had been married for 8 years, was in deep in dairy farming, had two little children: 
Brent (son) - 6 yrs old; Kelly (daughter) - 2 years old. 

Ron Virnala: Married and working in Mills.  
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If you could give one piece of advice to yourself when you were a senior in high 

school, what would it be? 

Cindy Herr: Follow your instincts. 

Hank Imsande: Make a plan, do something useful, go to tech school, not college. 

Kay Keskinen: Hang in there. The women’s movement is coming. It’ll be all right. 

Kathy (Maijala) Erickson: I would have encouraged myself to dream and to pursue those dreams. I tend to 
be much more practical than dreamy. Although I never even considered going to a four-year college right 
out of high school for financial reasons, I had excellent job-related training at Alex Tech and later took 
classes at community colleges. It has been a priority to enable our children to explore possibilities and 
follow their education dreams. All have college educations--a high school teacher with her master’s degree, 
a skilled and creative carpenter/craftsman, a pastor with his Doctor of Ministry degree, and a geotechnical 
engineer with his master’s degree. All have amazing, loving, successful spouses whom we cherish. God has 
been faithful over and over again, and I thank God for His hand upon our family! 

Dave Matson:  "Don't listen to advice, and don't try to keep up with the "Jones." 

Kathy (Pesola) Wellmann: Live each day to its fullest! 

Sue (Tumberg) Wallace: Get back into the faith that I grew up with, don't party so much.  It would have 
made a huge difference in my marriage/divorce.  

Ron Virnala: "Become disciplined in everything you do" because if one does not discipline one’s self the society 
will do it for you and you may not like the results.  
Another advice would have been "Teach your children the rules of money."  
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If you could give one piece of advice to the seniors in the 

Mills class of 2016, what would it be? 

Cindy Herr: Whether you think you can or can't, you're right.  Be nice to 
those you meet on the way up, because you'll meet them again on the way 
down. 

Hank Imsande: Think big, do things you like, enjoy life, work hard and stay in 
physical health. 

Kay Keskinen: Add value to the world, to your family, in your work, in your 
community. 

Kathy (Maijala) Erickson: More than anything, it would be to work hard, put your faith in God, and learn to 
put others’ needs before your own in day-to-day life. Perhaps it’s a plate of cookies for a new neighbor, a 
meal to lighten someone’s load, a note of encouragement, or a gift of cash to someone in need; but 
whatever one can do for another person will always be honorable and honoring. 

Dave Matson:  Don't listen to advice, and don't try to keep up with the "Jones." 

Kay (Mattfeld) Imsande: Times have changed, and job opportunities are not the same as they were in 1966.  
Education is the key that opens the door to your future. 

Karen (Maunumaki) Galarneau: Enjoy every day and enjoy it to the fullest! 

Gary Muckala: My advice for the class of 2016 is to take the time to decide what you want to do in life and 
have patience. 

Kathy (Pesola) Wellmann: I would rather look back and say, “I cannot believe I did that!” instead of saying, 
“I wish I had done that!” 

Margery (Poser) Kawlewski: To study hard and find an occupation they really like, find a truly best friend to 
marry, be happy, and live life every day to the fullest. 

Sue (Tumberg) Wallace: Follow your dreams, work hard in both school and career. Be disciplined: God first, 
family second, career third, and everything else will work out. 

Ron Virnala: Remember what the Founding Fathers fought for, for this great nation when you go to vote this 
fall. Vote Freedom and, most importantly, Liberty.  
 

 

 
  



10 
 

Share a story about a favorite teacher, school event, or other school memory 

Cindy Herr: Favorite teachers:  Ms. Olsen, Mrs. Bentley, Mrs. Buerkle 

Kay Keskinen: From my perspective, the Mills school district provided a quality education. A major factor in 
my education was Mrs. Angeline Buerkle, one of my teachers who also taught my father. Mrs. Buerkle and I 
stayed in contact after I graduated, and she often mentioned that she “taught me everything from PE to 
physics.” She was a terrific role model who knew how to academically challenge students. I especially 
remember my senior year when I took trigonometry from her. The class was not difficult for me, so not only 
did Mrs. Buerkle allow me to jump ahead in the class, she also gave me a college calculus textbook and 
taught me trig and calc during the class. Few women were math and science teachers in those days; she 
made it acceptable for me to study math and physics in college. 

Kathy (Maijala) Erickson: Mrs. Marquardt, 1st grade (I still have a letter she wrote me.) Ruby Olsen (because 
she pushed us to do our best and believed in us) 

Kathy (Pesola) Wellmann: My favorite teacher was Mrs. Bauer. 

Sue (Tumberg) Wallace: One of the most memorable moments was when I was called into the principal's 
office (Larson?) when I was either a Junior or Senior because my pants were too tight!  I remember they 
were royal blue, much like the ones they wear today. I still hate baggy pants. 

Ron Virnala: Most children have their first 'love' in grade school. I had one in third grade. No, I am not going 
to tell her name because that is not is not important.  

It was sixth grade where I met my best friend who is still my best friend through these years. His name, Gary 
Wanderi. We met each other in our second year in sixth grade. I tell people that they liked each of us so 
much that they kept us for two years. Gary and I have hunted deer together. We have shared our lives together 
through good times and hard. When the time comes that God calls one of us home, it really is going to be 
hard to bear.  

I also remember the sixth grade teacher, Mrs. Holland. She was a beautiful lady. I remember that she always had 
us say a prayer before going to eat lunch. I also remember saying the Pledge of Allegiance every morning.  

Do you remember Miss Olsen’s class in high school? I caused her two awkward moments. One was in the spring 
of the year. I was looking outside at the trees and thinking about the farm that I grew up on. She asked me 
what it was that she was talking about and I told her word for word what it was. She was a little upset. 
Another time was when I had closed my eyes for about a minute or two. She asked me for the answer to her 
question. I answered the question, again it upset her. She said something like, "Mr. Virnala, I do not know 
how you can do that with your eyes closed!" I do not think I was one of her favorite students. 

 

 

 

Editor’s note: Miss Olsen retired in 1972 after 44 years of teaching, the last 18 years 
were in the Mills school. In March of 1972 Miss Olsen married Ownie W. Sifritson. He 
passed away in 1975, and she passed away in 1991 at the age of 80. 

In 1991 the Ruby Olsen-Sifritson Scholarship was created to assist New York Mills 
students attending post secondary training. Each year at least two students receive 
funds from the scholarship.   
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Class Reunion on July 7, 1984 (with Mills Centennial) 

Seated: Karen (Maunumaki) Galarneau, Nancy (Niskala) Menze, Janis Isaacson, Carolyn (Anderson) Hamdorf, Arleda 
(Teberg) Tisdell, Sharon (Piekkola) Brummer, Sharon (Perna) Buechler, and Susan (Tumberg) Wallace 
Standing: Kay Keskinen, Bernadine (Moss) Smith, Bruce Boyne, Kathryn (Rudolph) Schmidt, Eugene Falk, Sheila 
(Jacobson) Wilhelm, Susan Gentz, Henry Imsande, Gary Muckala, Lorraine (Lepisto) Laamanen, Ken Ryckman, Alice 
(Tikkanen) Martin, Sandy (Roberts) Barthel, Connie Trupukka, Bob Brasel, and SusAnn (Blake) Gulsvig 
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25th Year Class Reunion in 1991 at Otter Supper Club in Ottertail 

 

  

Front row: Connie Trupukka, Arleda Teberg, Carolyn Anderson, Jean Ambergris. 

Second row: Janis Isaacson, Alice Tikkanen, Kay Keskinen, Bruce Boyne, Shelia Jacobson, Susan Tumberg, Lorraine Lepisto. 

Back row: Eugene Falk, Gary Muckala, Kayleen Mattfeld, Margery Poser, Dan Volkmann. 
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Where are the members of the Class of 1966 located? 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Jean (Amberg) Schwartz, Park Rapids, MN 
Carolyn (Anderson) Hamdorf, Aitkin, MN 
Delores (Anderson) Shelley, Deceased 
Mike Barden, Unknown 
Donald Baumgart, Menahga, MN 
SusAnn (Blake) Gulsvig, Wadena, MN 
Bruce Boyne, Wadena, MN 
Lyle Brasel, New York Mills, MN 
Robert Brasel, Andover, MN 
John Collins, Unknown 
Billy Dittes, Unknown 
Diane (Emas) Newstrom, Crosby, MN 
Greg Erickson, Deceased 
Eugene Falk, Perham, MN 
Jesse Fraki, Ottertail, MN 
Susan Gentz, Austin, TX 
Rosemary (Hammer) Lupien, Rogers, MN 
Cindy Herr, Hutchinson, MN 
Helen (Holmstrom) Lauseng, Perham, MN 
Ben Hogue, Unknown 
Henry Imsande, Bemidji, MN 
Janis Isaacson, Deceased 
Anthony Isola, Menahga, MN 
Sheila (Jacobson) Wilhelm, Deceased 
Terry (Jones) Brady, Deceased  
Kay Keskinen, Moscow, ID 
Joyce Keskitalo, Ottertail, MN 
Fred Klapprodt, Keller, TX 
Fern (Koljonen) Christenson, Battle Lake, MN 
Lorraine (Lepisto) Laamanen, St. Cloud, MN 
Kathy (Maijala) Erickson, Camas, WA 
David Matson, Perham, MN 
Kayleen (Mattfeld) Imsande, Brainerd, MN 
Danny Maunumaki, Deceased 

 
Karen (Maunumaki) Galarneau, St. Anthony, MN 
Shirley Monson, Garrison, MN 
Gary Muckala, Fargo, ND 
Dennis Neuberger, no info provided 
Nancy Niskala, Battle Lake, MN 
Sharon Perna, Dayton, MN 
Kathy (Pesola) Wellmann, Verndale, MN 
Sharon Piekkola, Grand Junction, CO 
Linda Poser, Perham, MN 
Margery (Poser) Kawlewski, Baxter, MN 
Sandra (Roberts) Barthel, New York Mills, MN 
Gail Rogers, Detroit Lakes, MN 
Kathryn (Rudolph) Schmidt, Albert Lea, MN 
Kenneth Ryckman, Deceased 
Betty Schwartz, Bluffton, MN 
Stephan Sliter, Deceased 
LeRoy Smith, New York Mills, MN 
Connie (Stewart) Hall, Hayden, ID 
Arleda (Teberg) Tisdell, Fairbanks, AK 
Darlene Teters, Unknown 
Michael Thorson, Unknown 
Alice (Tikkanen) Martin, New York Mills, MN 
Darlene Tolkinen, Minneapolis, MN 
Connie (Trupukka) Grams, Deceased 
Leo Vait, Homer, AK 
Barbara (Van Watermulen) Taszarek, Edgeley, ND 
Ronald Virnala, Maplewood, MN 
Dan Volkmann, Fertile, MN 
Gary Wanderi, Perham, MN  
Roland Wapola, San Antonio, TX 
Patricia (Windels) Finberg, New York Mills, MN 
Ronald Windels, New York Mills, MN 
Sue (Tumberg) Wallace, Edina, MN 
Louise (Wiirre) Berg, Deceased 

 

 

 

STATE COUNT 
Minnesota 40 
Texas 3 
Idaho 2 
North Dakota 2 
Alaska 1 
Colorado 1 
Oklahoma 1 
Washington 1 
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JUNIORS 


